GUIDANCE NOTE No. 8
CE Marking of Liquid Applied Waterproofing Kits

1. Introduction
From 1st July 2013, under the Construction Products Regulation 2011 (CPR), it became mandatory for
manufacturers and suppliers to apply CE marking to any of their construction products, which are
covered by a harmonised European Standard (hEN) or European Technical Assessment (ETA).
The CPR aims to ensure the reliability of information on the performance of construction products,
information which is of interest to designers, constructors, public authorities and consumers. This is
achieved through harmonised European product standards and European Technical Assessments
using a common technical language and uniform assessment methods.
Construction products can be individual products or supplied by a single manufacturer as a kit of at
least two separate components that need to be put together to be incorporated in the construction
works.
To put this into the context of roofing, for the following products (which are covered by hEN standards)
it is mandatory to show a CE mark on the label and to make available a Declaration of Performance
(DOP):





Vapour Control Layers
Carrier Membranes
Insulation
Rooflights

For LRWA members that sell these products under their own brand names, they are responsible for CE
marking the products.

2. What does a CE mark mean?
The CE mark is a claim that a particular construction product can be legally placed on the market of
member states of the European Economic Area (EEA) and indicates that the product is consistent with
the data provided in the relevant Declaration of Performance (DoP) as issued by the manufacturer.
The DoP details the performance of the product as given in the ETA or hEN.
CE marking indicates that a product is consistent with its Declaration of Performance as detailed by the
manufacturer. However, CE marking does not declare any conformity to national building regulations,
so does not replace BBA certificates, nor is it a quality mark.
In summary, CE marking is a passport that enables a construction product, irrespective of its origin, to
be legally placed on the market of EEA member states.

3. How does this apply to Liquid Applied Waterproofing Kits?
Liquid applied membranes are not covered by hENs, instead they can be ETA certified in accordance
with a European Assessment Document (EAD) (previously an ETAg - European Technical Approval
Guideline). An ETA is an approval based on testing carried out to agreed European levels.
CE marking by way of an ETA is voluntary in as much as it is up to the manufacturer whether they
obtain an ETA certificate or not. The cost of ETA testing and certification can be significant and some
manufacturers may decide that the costs are prohibitive, especially as it is not mandatory for liquid
applied membranes.
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If they do decide to obtain an ETA certificate they then must CE mark their product. If they choose not
to obtain an ETA certificate they must not CE mark their product.
It should be noted that a criterion for membership of the LRWA is to have products that have BBA, BDA
or ETA certificates.
Clients should not wholly rely on CE marking as a form of differentiation between liquids that are or are
not CE marked, or, indeed other types of waterproofing that must be CE marked. There are other
criteria that should be considered relating to quality of products, compliance to building regulations or
durability.

4. The Future of CE Marking
Any company who would like to continue to sell products into the EU single market will still need to
comply with CE marking post BREXIT. CE Marking is currently the Law in the UK and will remain so
until we leave the single market. There will always be a need for UK legislation to control the conformity
of products and we expect that as the CE Marking system has been accepted for 20+ years throughout
Europe, the UK will continue to adopt this system for the future to ensure we maintain free trade.
It is important that industry leaders and Trade Associations continues to lobby to keep the UK as a full
member of CEN, the European Committee for Standardization, to maintain national influence in the
setting of European and international standards.
Further Reading
Construction Products Association (October 2014) Guidance Note on the Construction Products
Regulation, Version 3
LRWA was founded in 1979, and consists of the UK’s leading manufacturers of liquid roof coatings and related material suppliers. It aims to raise
awareness about the technical and financial benefits of specifying liquid applied roofing systems and to establish both product and installation
standard to ensure optimum performance is achieved; to this end LRWA has been involved in the writing of European Technical Approvals as the
official body in conjunction with the BBA and EOTA.
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this publication, it must be emphasised that the
Association has itself not verified the information by independent testing: for this reason and because the Association has no control over the
precise circumstances in which it will be used the Association, its officers, employees and members can accept no liability arising out of its use,
whether by members of the Association or otherwise. The publication is of a technical nature only and makes no attempt to state or conform to
building regulations or other legal requirements; compliance with these must be the individual user’s own responsibility .
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